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How the media has become a powerful tool 
of political and ideological propaganda

“I saw it in a film”, “They said so on TV”. Recurring expressions like these reveal a common but fallacious belief 
that still or moving images captured on camera are indisputable evidence of real events. Yet, as the author points 
out in this book, history itself teaches us that what is seen on screen is often “staged” or “rigged”. An original 
investigation, reported in a narrative style, that traces the numerous cases of historical falsification, illustrating how 
the media has become a powerful tool of political and ideological propaganda. Initially through the use of edited 
or fake photos, then also through film and the new mass media, fiction gradually merged with reality, yesterday, 
like today. A highly relevant book offering a different perspective on current events, such as the terrorist videos of 
Al Qaeda, the case of the young Iranian, Neda, the mystery of the photographic negative of the Turin Shroud, and 
many others.
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